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UNION CONTROVERSY CONTINUED 


fiable, because any action taken by the 
conference was a usurpation, of power 
and not binding upon either party. 

And while we cjeny the right of the 
National Executive 'Board to submit 
such a proposition as embodied in their 
manifesto, yet taking all the circum¬ 
stances apparent at this time into ac¬ 
count, and also realizing our inability to 
fully state our position we urge and call 
upon the members of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party, not in our name, but 
in the name of the working class move¬ 
ment for Socialism, to vote "Yes” up¬ 
on the proposition submitted bv the Na¬ 
tional Executive Board in their mani¬ 
festo, believing this action will best avert 
the destination of a unified movement. 

Further, we call upon the members 
of the Socialist Democratic Party and 
the Socialist Labor Party to vote for the 
name "Social Democratic” as the name 
of the united party and also in favor of 
the other propositions submitted by the 
joint committee on union, to the end 
that unity may be effected. Believing 
it to be the purpose of the present Na¬ 
tional Executive Board to maintain a 
separate organization, we therefore urge 
upon the members of both parties the 
distinct necessity of voting (or the name 
“Social Democratic" as the name of the 
united party, so that such purpose of the 
board if attempted in case the name 
“Social Democratic" is not.adopted, be 
prevented. By vi.ttng for the name "So¬ 
cial Democratic' -you will prevent the 
use of the name unduly, and thus facili¬ 
tate the transfer of the control of the 
Social Democratic party into the hands 
of the provisional committee of the unit¬ 
ed party. Prompt and decisive action is 
necessary at this critical period and we 
trust every socialist will act with but 
the best of interests of the great cause 
of Socialism as their guide. 

c. a. eraser. 

• Chairman. 
GE< tRGE'A. KEENE. 

Secretary. 

Massachusetts Branch No. 16. 

Haverhill, Mas -. 


MORE BENHAM (S.L.P.) VENOM 

The Workers’ Call prints the letter 
of Benham, which appeared in this 
paper, but with the following additional 
proof of high moral principle from a 
genuine S. L. P. source; he inserts this 
in copy sent to papers with the indeli¬ 
ble S. L. P. brand: 

“Incidentally, would il nol be »ery advantageous lor 
the Republican party lo have as many Democratic 
parties In Iho Reid as possible? And might nol the 
Republican party so ‘Interest’ the lour signers of the 
manifesto that they would make Iho stand they have 
lor ‘Democratic’ as against anything and everything?’’ 

Whoop 'er up for union! 


too hasty to condemn but rather let us 
never forget that we are comrades in the 
most glorious Struggle for liberty and 
justice that the w r orld has ever known. 
Courage, a cool head, and a perfect loy¬ 
alty are the prime necessities of the hour. 
A month from now our passions will 
have cooled and many of the things 
which now appear as mountains will not 
even make molehills then. Let every 
comrade stand loyal to the party anil 
wait. And may the spirit and wisdom 
pervade our councils and help us to know 
the right, is the prayer of 
Evansville, Ind. C. W. Hewitt. 


amalgamation a Mistake 

Editor of The Herald: I am glad to 
pee, and so are a good many comrades 
• in New York, that the conference has 
mcceeded in greatly reducing the enthu- 
*iasm of many comrades all over the 
amntry for unity. If the conference has 
demonstrated anything it is that the S. 
L. P- fraction did not want an honorable 
alliance with the S. D. P., but a com¬ 
plete swallowing up of our party. What 
was the conference, if not a meeting to 
indorse everything that was passed by 
the Rochester convention and to undo 
everything that was built up by a few 
years of hard toil first by the S. D. A. 
and later by the S. D. P. The S. D. P. 
never boasted of being a class conscious, 
proletarian, scientific Marxian party in 
the Deleon or the “Volkszeitm.j” sense 
of the word. We never inquired wheth¬ 
er our agitators are well versed iti the 
three volumes of Marx and all their 
commentaries or not, and we never cared 
to examine through a microscope the 
speeches of Eugene Debs to see whether 
he did not in some enthusiastic plea for 
Socialism commit an error in his defini¬ 
tions of some economic terms, as capital, 
wages, etc. We were even so liberal as 
to raise the question of a farmer’s plank, 
in spite of the fact that a farmer does not 
, properly belong to our class-conscious 
proletarian class. All these traits oi the 
S. D. P. arc regarded by our new S. L. 
P. comrades as symptoms of ‘‘muddle- 
headiness.” and in case of amalgamation 
they would certainly view it as their 
sacred mission to purify the S. D. 1 ’. 
from all its old traditions. That all this 
is true was more than demonstrated by 
the conference, where they also gave us 
a taste of those “constitutional" measures 
by which their mission will be carried 
out. Now it is a fact that these two 
parties still differ in their spirit, and this 
difference can not be so easily .wiped out 
. by a mere decision to amalgamate. I 
don't after all blame the S. L. P. repre¬ 
sentatives for their attempt to swallow 
the S. D. P.; there was simply more 
shrewdness on their part, and as a result 
they succeeded in the game, and not we; 
the result would be otherwise under op¬ 
posite circumstances. The trouble, it 
seems to me, lies in the original idea'of 
amalgamating two things which do not 
lean toward each other, neither in spirit 
nor in mutual sympathy. 

But some sort of unity is certainly 
wanted, and the problem is to find some 
wav of working together so as to reap 
all the benefits of combination and avoid 
all the disadvantages connected with a 
premature amalgamation. And in this 
our European comrades‘could give us, 
as in many other things, very useful 
hints. Look at the Socialists in France, 
where unity certainly was of much great¬ 
er importance than here. The Socialists 
there could not very well stand separated 
’“in factions, while Socialism became so 
, strong as to compel the government to 
give a Socialist leader a place in'the cab- 
,-nnet. And still did the French Socialists 
amalgamate? Certainly not. They sim¬ 
ply combined for the purpose of com¬ 
mon action, leaving the integrity of the 
different Socialist organizations un¬ 
touched. All they did is the election of 
a joint executive board, but each organi- 
■ zation retains its .identity, its member¬ 
ship, its newspapers, its policy, as before. 
In course of time a perfect amalgamation 
will probably take place, but this will be 
a natural union and not an "automatic 
coupling,” accomplished by a stroke of 
the pen. Exactly the same we see in 
England. At a recent conference a 
united labor party was organized com¬ 
posed of trade unions of the S. D. F., S. 
L. P. and the Fabian Society. And 
E here again we see a co-operation and not 
an amalgamation, its sole purpose being 
to work together in political campaigns. 

' The S. D. F. remains the S. D. F., the 
SOL. P. remains what it was before and 
so loes the Fabian Society and the trade 
unions. None of them would ever con¬ 
sent to give up its identity. Every one 
of them has its own policy, its own spir- 
’ jt, its own history and traditions, and it 
justly desires to keep up its individuality. 
The union was brought about for such 
purposes, where unity is absolutely indis- 

S , namely, for political action and 

why should not the S. D. P. and 
.. P. faction unite on the same 
rhis is to my mind the only way 
i an effective, healthy union 
accomplished. Not amalgama- 
t co-operation. Let Debs and 
n run on the same ticket, though 
g to different organizations; let 
i to practice the same policy of 
ig with the S. L. P. during 
ns everywhere and we may ex- 
al genuine union to grow out in 
if time and not an artificial fu¬ 
ll mistrust at its very birth. It 
too late and I would urgently 
:nd the Executive Committee to 
ork at once and to devise some 
plan by which such co-opera- 
ld be brou ght a bout even for the 


coming campaign, and I am confident 
that a co-operation on these lines will be 
much more acceptable to a good many 
members of the S. D. P. than the scheme 
prepared by the conference. 

S. Peskin. M. D. 

New York. 


Hayes’ Letter Settled Him 

Dear Comrades: lam one of the 
common herd, but I want to tell vou of 
my feelings the past week when I read 
the manifesto of the executive board. I 
was much depressed; then I grew indig¬ 
nant. \\ hv had they acted so quicklv. 
They were hot. Why not cool off aiid 
then if need be, act? Why not let us 
wait and discuss the committee report, 
and then, if it seems best, vote that 
down? Then the thought would come 
that perhaps they were right after all. 
her a week I wavered—first one side 
then the other. Then came th? Herald 
for April 14. The first thing J/read was 
Max Hayes’ reply, and it was enough. 
1 did not need to read MacCartney’s 
able presentation of the case. Haves' 
letter settled me. There is one thing 
that especially struck me among the 
other self-accusations. He says: “When 
the iiain- question .was being discussed 
in New Fork I attended the weekly 
meeting of the Central Federated Un¬ 
ion and addressed that body." Whv. 
Mr. Hayes, were you hot sent as a dele¬ 
gate to the committee on unification ? 
Was it not your duty to be there? It 
was not for you just then to be attempt¬ 
ing tojnake a few more converts. Sure¬ 
ly there were other Socialists who could 
have done that. What if the other sev¬ 
enteen had also gone about speaking at 
meetings. Mr k Haves, your place was 
at the unification meeting and no 
amount of circumlocution can cover it 
up. I am for the Social Democratic 
Party as it is. 

Mendon, Mass. W. E. Dixon.. 


important question of which papers 
should be placed upon the list of official 
organs and receive the support of the 
National Executive Committee. Six 
papers were selected by th,. joint'com¬ 
mittee and among the six, as you will 
see. comrades, by the majority report, 
is the Proletarian! 

How is that for “good faith?” Is that 
fair and honorable treatment for tne,. I 
askr .1 cannot keep silent upon this 
matter. It is an outrage that it should 
be given out as the best judgment of the 
joint committee that the Proletarian 
should be endorsed as an official organ 
of the united parties, receive the. sup¬ 
port of the National Executive Com¬ 
mittee. and be placed upon precisely the 
same footing as our Herald, which, 
whatever else it may not he, is at least 
clean. It matters comparatively, little 
what private enterprise papers may say, 
even though they may call themselves 
Socialists: but, for the utterances of an 
official organ, the party itself is proper¬ 
ly held responsible. And of all thfc six 
papers on the list the Proletarian, being 
published at the proposed seat of the 
X. E. C\, will be most generally recog¬ 
nized as the special mouthpiece of the 
party. Are you willing, comrades, to be 
held responsible for all the possible ut¬ 
terances of the author of the above quo¬ 
tation? 1, for one, am not. 

Another criticism 1 have to offer of 
the list submitted, is that it contains no 
German paper. We have lots of good 
German comrades, and at least three 
good German papers, any one of which 
might have been put upon the list. 
Many of the German comrades have al¬ 
ready complained that the S. D. Herald 
is of little use .to them as they read it 
with much difficulty, and'have requested 
that arrangements be made whereby 
they could have a German paper in¬ 
stead. This would have been a good op¬ 
portunity to make such an arrangement. 

But what does it matter? The whole 
scheme is wrong. And as .1 expected, 
cur membership is not satisfied with it. 
A letter from Maine, received this morn¬ 
ing. among many others of a similar 
tone, says: "We would rather yield 
every other point, even the location of 
the national headquarters, and if neces¬ 
sary the party name, rather than not to 
have the Herald as our official organ 
and sent to the membership free. We 
believe this to be the strongest feature 
.of the organization. Every member 
getting the paper, it keeps all in touch 
with the spirit of the party. I think this 
feature has been-a very strong factor in 
building up the party to' its present 
standing.” To which I heartily sub¬ 
scribe. 

I believe that the press plan, submit¬ 
ted by the joint committee, should be 
rejected, and-the committee instructed, 
to devise ajrd submit a better one. 

r MARGARET HAILE. 


Conference Iteport Repudiated 

Comrades of the Social Democratic 
Party: The members of the Social 
Democratic party demand the right to 
vote as a party on the propositions of 
the committee on unity that w'ere author¬ 
ized by the convention. 

It is their privilege and right to ini¬ 
tiate freely such amendments as they de¬ 
sire shall be submitted with the report 
of said committee. The national execu¬ 
tive, consisting of Eugene V. Debs, Mo¬ 
tor L. Berger, Jesse Cox, Seymour Sted- 
man and Frederick Heath, is still in 
power and authority, and will be until by 
referendum the members of the party 
declare for unity and elect other mem¬ 
bers of a national committee to succeed 
them.. 

The Social Democratic Party has 
. aroused the dormant hatred of oppres¬ 
sion and tyranny that is the heritage of 
each tnie American citizen. We want 
this to continue and only those thor¬ 
oughly imbued with the American spirit 
can continue the task. 

\\ bile we yield to no one in respect, 
love and admiration for the Socialists 
who have borne the ljeat and burden of 
the days that are gone, we yet insist that 
this aroused American sentiment can¬ 
not be led properly by the eastern mem¬ 
bers fresh from the imbroglios, sharp 
practices and club-using of the past few 
years. 

Our movement is great enough to be 
truly representative. A few men in a 
restricted locality, circumscribed by con¬ 
dition and their . sectionalism, cannot 
look after a national movement. . Let us 
profit toy the mistakes of the past. A na¬ 
tional committee formed and controlled 
by a small section is a gigantic mistake. 

We, therefore, members of the Social 
Democratic party contained in branches 
Nos. 1 and 4 oi New Jersey initiate tne 
following amendments to the commit¬ 
tee’s report and call upon branches in 
five states to second our amendments 
that the national executive committee' 
may submit them together with the ma¬ 
jority report of the unity committee to 
the referendum of the party: 

First—That the headquarters- of the 
national committee shall be in Chicago, 
Ill. 

Second-—That one member from each 
state and' territory shall constitute the 
national committee. Each state to send 
its delegates to the national committee 
meeting at its own expense. Seven 
members to constitute a quorum at a 
called meeting and a total vote of-twen¬ 
ty-five necessary to settle a question sub¬ 
mitted by mail. Any state may be rep¬ 
rise nted bv proxy. 

Third—We deplore the failure of the 
understanding which contemplated and 
pledged support from the "unnamed” 
Socialists for the name "Social Demo¬ 
cratic party.” 

The name selected as a substitute is 
most unfortunate. There is not now 
nor perhaps ever will be a "united” So¬ 
cialist party. The name is a sham, a 
piece of cheap brag, an air bubble. It 
breathes an atmosphere out of which we 
had graduated. 

We were willing to leave the question 
of name to a referendum if an honest 
endeavor was made to get the sense of 
the members that desired to join us, but 
the secrecy thrown around the members 
and organization of .the S. L. P. and their 
action in the committee on union make 
us lose confidence. Inasmuch as the 
resolution submitted by the committee 
on union No. 3 which reads: “In case 
the party name voted for by you fails to 
obtain the concurrent majority of both 
parties shall the name that receives the 
majority of the total vote of both parties 
be adopted” contravenes the resolutions 
submitted and carried at the Indianapolis 
convention, we demand that the na¬ 
tional executive committee shall rule it 
out of the referendum and not submit it 
to the voters. 

\ We are glad that the national execu¬ 
tive committee seeks an expression of 
the members of the party on unity! The 
members of our branches are in favor of 
unity, but we want to safeguard the in¬ 
terests and principles which led to our 
separate organization two years ago. 

Michael W. Schon, 

Edward C. Wind, 

Secretaries of Newark, N. J., Branches. 


Tlic Party Press Arrangement 

Comrades :—1 have already criticized 
the press arrangement submitted by the 
conference committee, but want to add 
another word on a phase of it that has 
since come to niv knowledge. 

At the conference i opposed the se¬ 
lection of Springfield, Mass., as the seat 
of the NationaWAxcativi\ Beard for 
various reasons. One of them was that 
if the local Socialist paper' which the 
Springfield anti-DeLeonites publish and 
support was in any way a reflection of 
their views and their general make-up, 
as would naturally be the case, they 
were not exactly the kind of people to 
direct the affairs of a party of which the 
Social Democrats were to form a com¬ 
ponent part. At this point I'was inter¬ 
rupted by a member of our own com¬ 
mittee, and was told that the Proleta¬ 
rian, the paper to which 1 had reference, 
was practically dead, and its editor was 
discredited among his own kind, not 
recognized by them. An S. L. P. dele¬ 
gate volunteered the information that 
tlie editor, -Whose-name is Spclman, wa.- 
now supposed to be with the De Lcon- 
ites; and all the rest of the S. L. P.s, sit¬ 
ting around, looked on and listened, and 
by silence gave consent. Upon the 
above assurances 1 dropped that point, 
and went on to another. 

That you may know the ground of 
my objection to the Proletarian, I quote 
from its issue of Nov. ig, 1899. which 1 
happen to have by me,, as a specimen 
of what the able editor can do when lie 
tries: 

“A liar himself, this old buck, master 
of bastard English, father of socialist 
liars', editor of Kuhn's People, Daniel 
Dc Leon, struts at the head of a contin¬ 
gent of skulking, cringing, fawning 
frightened followers. For these latter 
we have much pity. They are dupes; 
they are stupid; they are hypnotized. 
Do hot charge us with using abusive 
language, Messrs. Skunks; we have 
simply picked up a few of your terms, 
by the way. You think you like a scrap. 
We enjoy it better than you, when we 
find it a necessity. Gentlemen of the 
S. L. P., it is necessary to get out on a 
skunk hunt.” 

Now, I don’t want to criticise the edi¬ 
tor of the Proletarian. For those who 
like that sort of thing, his style is all 
right. In fact, I frankly acknowledge 
that, for it ; kind, it can hardly be sur¬ 
passed. I merely say that it is not our 
kind; and I believe most Social Demo¬ 
crats will agree with me. 

Well, as I said before, upon the as¬ 
surances given me that the Proletarian 
was practically dead, and its editor not 
recognized by the Kangaroos, I allowed 
the matter to drop. 

I had to leave the conference before it 
adjouraec{, in order to catch my train 
for Boston, but left three of our com¬ 
mittee, Comrades Carey, Hoehn and 
Butscher, together with the entire com 
mittee of the S. L. P., to settle up a few 
minor details' of the constitution. They 
settled up these matters, and, I find, al¬ 
so took up and decided the exceedingly 


Reject the Majority Report 

Editor of The Herald: Let no com¬ 
rade be disheartened because of the ac¬ 
tion of the New York conference,. The 
principles of Socialism are founded upon 
the eternal rock of justice and they will 
endure. The petty bickerings of indi¬ 
viduals can in no way affect their truth.* 
The Social Democratic party is built 
upon those principles. Justice, purity, 
truth and progress have been its watch¬ 
words from the day of its organization 
down to the present time. We have 
started at zero and in twenty months 
have made our party a power in the 
country. We have done this not only 
without the assistance, in any way, of 
the S. L. P., but in most instances IN 
SPITE OF THEIR ACTIVE OPPO¬ 
SITION. 

We have made the party in spite of 
them; surely we can continue it without 
them. 

We are on the eve of success; why 
should we feel disheartened? The work 
of the conference committee is unsatis¬ 
factory in almost every respect and it 
should be rejected. Time, the great 
peace-maker, settles all disputes; and 
the day is not far distant when there will 
be but one Socialist party in all this land, 
and that will be the Social Democratic 
party of America. 

But let us in discussing these things 
remember that this is not a time for ac¬ 
cusations and recriminations. It mat¬ 
ters not what Hillquit or Hayes or Ben¬ 
ham or any other man may have prom¬ 
ised or have said; it is what has been 
done that counts, and our discussion 
should be limited to that. Let us not be 


A Social Democratic ticket at Fari¬ 
bault, Minn., was supported at the poll: 
by 600 voters, causing a genuine sur¬ 
prise in the town. 
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tion oiplrtn with tho next woob‘ paper. 
Fleas renew promptly. 
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CONDENSED OPINIONS 

So many communications have been 
received by The Herald on the subject 
of unity and its various incidents, that, 
while it has been our desire to print 
them entire, their number and length 
makes this impossible. We give com¬ 
plete more than a dozen letters in this 
paper on both sides of the controversy; 
others have been necessarily condensed 
to a brief statement of the writer’s posi¬ 
tion for or against the attitude of the 
executive body or the matter of unity, 
as follows: 

Geo. A. Gowdy, Bristol, Conn.: 
"Let us accept the referendum of the 
New York conference -just as it is pro¬ 
posed. By it we can accomplish union. 
After union is accomplished we can 
have more referendums if we are not 
satisfied with our condition.” 

Branch 2, Erie, Pa., instructed its sec¬ 
retary to formulate charges against the 
executive board and voted in favor of 
the union. 

Branch 5, Philadelphia, indorses the 
attitude of the executive board, but ex¬ 
pressly declares the necessity for union. 

East Side Branch, New York, 
adopted resolutions expressing full con¬ 
fidence in the board. 

Branch 3, New York, passed resolu¬ 
tions condemning the action of the ex¬ 
ecutive board and favoring union. 

F. M. McQuivey, Eureka, Utah: 
"The S. D. P. is a movement; the S. L. 
P. bolters are a sect—yes, only 3 part 
of a sect. I am for union—when the 
time comes for it.” 

W. G. Markland, Sherwood, Tenn': 
“After digesting the action cf the In¬ 
dianapolis convention and of the union 
conference, at New York, I am com¬ 
pelled to believe that there was viola¬ 
tion of good faith and pledges, in spirit 
and in fact.” 

Julius A. Martin, secretary Branch 
1, Ardmore, I. T.: "Our branch will 
send in an official vote; it will be no— 
no—no.” 

The branch .at Seattle, Wash., sends 
in long resolutions denunciatory of the 
executive board. 

A. D Stone, St. Louis, is opposed to 
the board's attitude. 

Branch 4, Giicago, is solid against 
unioirand in support of the executive 
board. This is practically true of all 
branches in Chicago, where the "Big 
Four” are known. 


Branch 9, Brockton, Mass., supports 
the action of the executive board, 
along with Illinois, New York, Wis¬ 
consin, Indiana, Kentucky, New Hamp¬ 
shire, New Jersey, Maine and almost 
the entire West. Sober second 
thought has saved belore; it will save 
the Social Democratic party. 

“Merlin,” after getting a line on ali 
the facts, writes: “I am unqualifiedly in 
favor of no union. Don’t get discour¬ 
aged. This is only a stone under the 
wheel. It may shake, but cannot stop 
the wagon of progress. The S. D 
name and spirit shall conquer.” 

The vote secured by Comrade Bruell 
of Pana, Ill., who was the Social Demo¬ 
cratic candidate for alderman from the 
Fourth ward, gives the party a place on 
the official ballot next year. His vote 
was 46 against 54 for the democrat and 
74 for the republican. 


Trades unionists will be consulting 
their own interests and helping their 
own cause by giving the special trades 
union edition of the Appeal to Reason 
the widest circulation possible. Every 
union should order a big bundle to dis¬ 
tribute among non-union workers. 

Job Harriman has been appointed 
state organizer of the united party for 
New York. This was done at a meet¬ 
ing at the Labor Lyceum, New York 
city, April 9, by the two state commit¬ 
tees. 



The official returns of the recent 
municipal election at Milwaukee give 
the Social Democrats the following 
votes: Heath, 2,584; Hinz, 2,681; 
Tuttle, 2,749. 


The city central committee of Chi¬ 
cago has voted unanimously to indorse 
the position of the executive board. 


Socialism in a Little Box 

Comrades: For a long time the So¬ 
cialist Labor Party tried to keep Social¬ 
ism. shut up in a little box, which was 
watched by a holy guard, and on certain 
occasions, if one furnished the required 
credentials, the lid of the box was lilted 
and he was allowed a whiff from the in¬ 
side. The qualifications entitling one to 
this privilege were, generally speaking, 
inability to speak English, lack of good 
clothes and proximity to New York city. 
Deficiency in any one of these qualifi¬ 
cations had to be made up by excess in 
one of the others. 

As Socialists • became more numerous 
in spite of the guarded box, another pro¬ 
tecting circle was reached and a detective 
cordon was organized, one or two mem¬ 
bers of which were in each center of So¬ 
cialistic thought. These detectives were 
furnished with a measure, and all who 
joined the party were either stretched out 
or lopped off to fit the measure. At last 
a revolt took place in the ranks and the 
holy guard was despoiled of- the box. 

* * * * * 

Those who were not fortunate enough 
to attend the S. D. P. convention at In¬ 
dianapolis can not fully appreciate the 
happy Iraternalism characteristic of that 
assemblage. The joy of meeting com¬ 
rades known only through correspond¬ 
ence and reputation, the intense desire to 
act wisely, the earnest wish to unite all 
Socialists of the United States were up¬ 
permost in the minds of all. In that 
spirit the committee on union was elect¬ 
ed. When that committee met the cor¬ 
responding committee from the S. L. P.. 
it developed that the pledge of good faith 
given to our comrades had been given to 
allay our fears and throw our committee 
off its guard. In place of a desire to 
unite Socialists and best promote Social¬ 
ism, it was expected to bargain for such 
a union of party machine as would best 
control the Socialist movement. In¬ 
stead of a fraternal conference of work¬ 
ers in the same cause, it was expected 
to treat pro and con for the guardian¬ 
ship of the little box. 

Comrades, Socialism is like air and 
sunshine; it is a glorious fact, free- to all, 
good or bad, just or unjust. The mists 
of ignorance obscure it, but it is always 
there. Any attempt to shut it up de¬ 
velops the poison of exclusiveness. The 
S. D. P. cannot assimilate that poison. 

We have an organization that is grow¬ 
ing, an executive who have done well, a 
paper clean and free from malice, head¬ 
quarters in the storm center of the revo¬ 
lution, all these have been rejected by 
the committee of the S. L. P. 

They have only left us our candidate, 
and his worth and popularity is relied on 
to break up completely the very party we 
have budded. 

We cannot consent to this. Let us 
stand together. Let us say to all So¬ 
cialists, "Come and help us push the 
standard of Socialism as high as possi¬ 
ble during the coming campaign. Give 
us your personal strength and help for 
the coming battle and then let us meet 
again and try to understand each other.” 

By that time the little box may be lost. 

Corinne S. Brown. 


Artificial Union Not Wanted 

"The mountain has labored and 
brought forth a mouse.” The scheme 
for political union which has been in¬ 
dustriously boomed and exploited for 
six months has brought forth its first¬ 
born, and behold it is a misshapen mon¬ 
strosity of discord and strife. 

Perhaps this result was necessary in 
order to show some of our comrades 
who had almost gone daft over this 
scheme, the utter folly of attempting to 
patch up an artificial union without first 
securing organic unity. 

Whatever the merits of the present 
controversy, there can be no doubt that 
the plan finally degenerated into an or¬ 
dinary political dicker and trade. ’The 
goods were not delivered as promised, 
and as a result criminations and recrimi¬ 
nations, charges of broken pledges and 
double-dealing are flying thick and fast. 
All this in the name of socialist unity. 
Like the fellow who was bound to have 
peace if he had to fight for it, they have 
forced a scheme for union upon us to 
the very verge of disunion in our own 
party. 

Do we need any further demonstra¬ 
tion of the utter folly of pursuing such a 
course in such a spirit any further? A 
Iatchwork aggregation of political par¬ 
ties without organic unity always has 
and always will be a farce and a failure. 
Socialist parties are no exception to this 
rule. We have learned a lesson. Let 
us now call a halt and take our bearings. 
We have been chasing this will-o’-the- 
wisp of socialist unity till we find our¬ 
selves floundering in the quagmire of 
party discord and disruption. 

Our first duty is to our own party. 
No Social Democrat and no Socialist 
worthy of the name will seek union at 
the expense of disunion in our own 
ranks, now that the danger is apparent. 
The man who persists in ' pushing a 
scheme for so-called unity in the face of 
imminent disruption has no right to call 
himself a unionist. 

The man who in this emergency dots 
aught to foment the spirit of discord is 
not a harmonizer. The man who says 
that those opposed to his pet scheme 
must be “kicked out,” and that the next 
fight on Socialism must be to DRIVE 
OUT the "lawyers, doctors and minis¬ 
ters,” such a man is “stealing the livery 


of heaven to serve the devil in,” for un¬ 
der the guise of a revolutionist he is act¬ 
ing the part of a reactionist, and under 
the guise of unity he is creating discord 1 

A crisis is upon us, and the supreme 
duty is to work for peace and harmony 
within our own ranks first of all, and to 
preserve intact the name and integrity of 
the Social Democratic Party. This, as I 
understand ip, is the attitude oi our na¬ 
tional executive, and in it they should re¬ 
ceive our fullest support. They could 
do no less and be loyal to their trust. 

Does this mean that the cause of So¬ 
cialist unity must be side-tracked and the 
sincere men and women who are look¬ 
ing and longing for a welding of Social¬ 
ist forces must consider themselves ene¬ 
mies and be kept apart? Not at all. 
The absurdity and failure of the present 
attempt has only made apparent the ne¬ 
cessity for organic unity. The present 
trouble has sprung entirely from the fact 
that those who were booming political 
union began at the wrong end. They 
attempted to stand their pyramid on its 
apex, and behold! it has topped over 
almost before it was built. Now let the 
comrades-of the S. L. P. and the S. D. 
P. who sincerely desire true organic uni¬ 
ty, go to work first to secure harmony- 
in their own ranks, then between their 
respective local branches, and out of this 
will grow organic'unity which will inev¬ 
itably find expression in state and na¬ 
tional organizations. The pyramid will 
then stand on its base. 

In view of the present crisis the cause 
of genuine unity can best be served by 
voting no in the proposition submitted 
by our national executive, throwing aside 
this artificial patchwork of the confer¬ 
ence committee and then going to work 
in our local branches, to bring about har¬ 
mony in our own ranks and unity with, 
the S. L. P. If we proceed in this spir¬ 
it and by these methods the longest way- 
round will prove the shortest way home 
and in the end we shall secure genuine 
and lasting unity of Socialist forces. 

H. A. Gibbs, M. D. 

Worcester, Mass. 


Milwaukee City Committee 

The central committee of the Si D. P. 
of the city of Milwaukee assembled at a 
regular meeting on the 9th of April, 
1900, and discussed fully the pending 
problem of the proposed-union of forces 
of one of the factions of the S. L. P. 
and the S. D. P., and arrived at the fol¬ 
lowing conclusions: 

1. The deliberate repudiation by the 
representatives of the S. L. P. of their 
own pledge, solemnly given by them at 
the Indianapolis conference, in New 
York, show plainly that the leaders Of 
that party do not act in good faith and 
entertain a scheme to simply absorb the 
S. D. P. under the pretext of union. 

2. The delegation oi’the S. D. P., by- 
agreeing in New York to the reopening 
of the discussion as to the name of the 
united parties and-to the submission to 
the referendum vote two names jointly 
by the S. L>. P. and S. L. P., in direct 
violation of the understanding arrived at 
at the Indianapolis convention, clearly- 
acted in a grossly inconsistent manner, 
being swayed by the Machievelia.n tac¬ 
tics of the S. L. P. leaders. 

3. The union of the S. D. P. with the 
S. L. P. as an organization would be, 
under the present circumstances, simply 
suicide. 

4. Every Socialist who subscribes to 
the principles and tactics of the S. D. P. 
is fraternally welcome to join the rank 
and file of the members of the S. D. P. 

5. The young and hopeful S. D. P. 
ought not to be burdened by the fatal 
mistakes, gross blunders aand extreme 
unpopularity of the S. L. P. 

In view of this and other considera¬ 
tions the central committee of the Mil¬ 
waukee members of the S. D. P. here¬ 
with heartily endorse the manifesto is¬ 
sued "by the National Central Board of 
the S. D. P. and embraces the oppor¬ 
tunity of expressing itself unanimously 
and unequivocally against any union or 
fusion with the S. L. P. as an organiza¬ 
tion at the present time and under the 
present conditions. 

For the committee, 

Eugene Rooney, 

Secretary. 

I. Ladoff. 

F. W. Rehfeld, 

Ed. Ziegler. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 


Montana, Attention ! 

In spite of statements made by in¬ 
terested parties that there will be no 
"Debs ticket” in the field, the Social 
Democratic club of Butte wishes to an¬ 
nounce that there will positively be a 
Socialist ticket in the field at next fall’s 
election. We appeal to all Socialists in 
the state to push the work of organi¬ 
zation and propaganda. For literature 
and information in regard to the move-, 
ment in this state, 

Address Social Democratic Branch, 
71 East Park street, Butte, Mont. 


Comrade G. H. Strobell writes: “I’m 
with the national executive board in 
opposition to the practices of these ex¬ 
tremists.” 


Social Democrats of Terre Haute 
have adopted a ringing municipal plat¬ 
form and nominated J. A. Hatched, J. 
E. Wall and J. S. Kingery as candidates 
for councilmen at large. 


Branch No. 18, Newbury port. Maos. 

Believing; 1. That the consumma¬ 
tion of a harmonious and effective union 
of-Socialist forces is, on general princi¬ 
ples, a matter of supreme importance; 
that at present it seems most desirable; 
and that such union would undoubtedly 
strengthen and stimulate the Socialist 
movement; 

2. That the spirit of calm delibera¬ 
tion, frank and fraternal discussion, and 
a thorough knowledge of every side of 
debated questions, are necessary to a 
proper understanding and settlement of 
the same; 

3. That it is most desirable to develop 
a spirit of faith in each other and in the 
movement; while, on the contrary, the 
arousing of the spirit of distrust, and 
denunciation of individuals, is harmful 
and disruptive; 

4. That, while the party name is not 
of chief importance, it should neverthe¬ 
less clearly express the object for which 
all true Socialists are striving, and at 
the same time should avoid the possi¬ 
bility of contusion with other party 
names and principles, or danger of var¬ 
iance with the truth; and 

5. That the very essence of Socialism 
is based upon the expressed wish and 
will of all concerned; 

Therefore, it is the resolution of 
Branch No. 18, Ncwburyport, Mass., 

1. That every possible honest means 
should be used for the consummation 
of a harmonious union between the So¬ 
cialist Labor party and the Social 
Democratic party, avoiding even the 
appearance of any desire or effort on the 
part of one party to absorb or control 
the other, but exhibiting every willing¬ 
ness to make mutual concessions in the 
interests of the one great end in view; 

2. That, though it can readily be un¬ 
derstood that undue haste may easily 
arise from great zeal for the cause, yet 
such haste is to be regretted, especially 
where it leads to recriminations and 
reflections upon comrades of either 
party who have undoubtedly sacrificed 
for the same cause, and who give large 
evidence of an honest desire to continue 
doing their utmost in its behalf; 

3. That ample time and opportunity 
should be given for the fullest and freest 
discussion and expression of opinion in 
the national organ, but that unpleasant 
personalities and recriminations should 
be avoided; 

4. That the joint committee on union 
is entitled to the gratitude of all com¬ 
rades for the time and attention thus 
far given to the duties for which it was 
appointed; that its present report be 
accepted as a report of progress; and 
that further time be given it for the 
formulation of a program for union, 
giving the largest rational latitude to 
the rank and file in deciding the party 
name, location of headquarters for the 
national executive committee, and all 
other matters which shall be submitted 
to the branches for referendum vote. 

W.-P: Porter, 

C. W. Johnson, 

T. H. Chisnall, 
Committee on Resolutions. 


Suggestion From Boston 

The following resolution was adopted 
at a meeting of the Boston city com¬ 
mittee S. D. P., held April i7: 

“We recognize that the present dis¬ 
cord in our party on the matter of So¬ 
cialist unity is due to the intent of none 
but to the mistakes of many. We deny 
the necessity of placing the blame or im¬ 
puting the motives of any. and declare 
our confidence in .the integrity of all 
parties concerned. 

“in the interest of harmony we urge 
the National Executive Board to recall 
their manifesto ^nd ,efercndum and 
leave the proposition submitted by the 
conference committee to the judgment 
of the membership of the party. 

Signed. Affirmative: M. J. Koni- 
kow, S. E. Putney, A. McDonald, Bra. 
1; C. W.-White, Bra., 4; J. Spero, A. 
Segal, Bra., 15; T. H. Goetz, Bra., 44; 
H. H. Goodwin, F. S. Schmidt, Bra., 
45 i J- Ryan. Era., 53. 

Negative: A. C. Mendall, Bra., 29. 

I was absent from the meeting be¬ 
cause of illness. Should have signed 
the affirmati'-e list had I been present. 

JOHN WEAVER SHERMAN, 
Secretary. 

Boston, Mass. 


Another View From Brooklyn 

Comrades:—Four of bur comrades 
by a usurpation of authority and obvi¬ 
ous misrepresentation of facts dare in¬ 
terfere in the progress of Socialism on 
the eve of a union of the two Socialist 
parties of America. 

There is no use threshing our well- 
known facts. As intelligent men and 
women, as Socialists, we must realize 
them. We must have observed and we 
must acknowledge that, as a whole, the 

S. L. P. has acted much more fairly in 
the unity negotiations than the S. D. 
P., not that our comrades have not done 
nobly in the great majority, but that 
the less than manly conduct of some S. 
D. P: comrades has dragged our side 
in the mud. As we foolishly gave them 
voice in our party management so must 
we witness the besmirching of our 
party’s name and fame. 

It was well that Comrade Eugene 
Debs should have been elected a mem¬ 
ber of the S. D. P. Executive Commit¬ 
tee. But to aid him in directing the 
affairs of a party representing the most 



glorious of causes whom did we choose? IPP 
They and their qualifications are: 

Comrade Victor Berger, who has 
continually vilified in his paper earnest 
Socialist workers; who, by so doirnr 
stamps himself as prejudiced and un¬ 
qualified to act in an executive capacity- 
who wrote in his paper when he 
said he had influenced Comrade Debs 
to accept the nomination; Comrade 
Heath, who has said that the S. L. P 
comrades were of another kind alto¬ 
gether from himself and the S. D, P • 
Comrade Jesse Cox, who has said he did 
not want anything whatever to do with 
the S. L. P. comrades; and Comrade 
Seymour Stedman. who is noted for be¬ 
ing unable to keep his head. 

Shall we let these men now prevent us 
from boarding the same ship with our 
brethren and sailing toward the shores 
of the co-operative commonwealth? 

They are willing to sail, too, for that 
shore; as such we know their intelli¬ 
gence and honesty of purpose ; but as 
they desire to ride in their own. vessel 
that they may stand at -the helm and 
feel that their individual selves have 
not been contaminated by contact with 
those in the other craft, we despise their 
narrowmindedness and uselessness. 

We of the rank and file want unity. 

Wc know that every single objection to 
it has arisen through some of our lead¬ 
ers: At least four of them, and, appa¬ 
rently, Comrades McCartney an<f Haile 
do not favor it. Shall we allow six com¬ 
rades to sway us from the loftiest pur¬ 
pose we could at present hold? Most 
important of all things now is unity. 

More important than the name or tac¬ 
tics or constitution or propaganda or 
the six-r-one billion five hundred mil¬ 
lionths of the world’s people who wish 
to prevent it more than all others. 

The cause of Socialism demands that 
we stand shoulder to shoulder. When 
we have union wc may decide what to 
do with the leaders who do not lead. It 
would be galling to have to remain in 
our party if union should not be effect¬ 
ed. Let us take our lesson as nobly as 
the S. L. P. took theirs—overthrew 
their schemes and come forth free 
men. And as De Leonism is ever ram¬ 
pant so on our part 10,000 of us, eternal 
vigilance is the price of not only our 
liberty but, perhaps, that of the prole¬ 
tariat, for through the S. D. P. and the 
S. L. P. must come the co-operative 
commonwealth. If we flinch we are 
worse than capitalists, for they do not 
know the truth. We, knowing it, are 
most degraded if we fail in our duty to 
ourselves as workingmen and proletari¬ 
ats. 

I like the last paragraph of Max 
Hayes’ reply to the Executive Commit¬ 
tee’s (four-fifths) aspersions: 

"There are some people in this world 
who are bound to have their own way 
in even the most minute particulars. 

They will rule or ruin, being incapable 
of real leadership, a welding together of 
homogeneous elements. Such a man is 
Daniel Ordem. There are others, 
nevertheless. Hurrah for Socialism in 
our time!” 

Let me add there are some hero wor¬ 
shipers in the S. D. P. who often think 
themselves the heroes and continue the 
worship. 

T. F. MEADE. . 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Say Union Is Completed 

At a joint meeting of branches 2 and 
3, Cleveland, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

"Whereas, In our opinion the execu¬ 
tive board instead of furthering the 
amalgamation of the 3 - L. P. and S. D. 

I’., has widened the breach by the issu- 
ing of the manifesto appearing in the S. 

D. Herald of April 7. j 

"We believe the committee as a whole 
has done its duty to the members of both 
parties. We further believe that the 
committee of the S. L. P. are personally • . 
in favor of the name Social Democratic 
party, and it was only fair and just to 
their constituents that two names be sub¬ 
mitted. 

"It appears that there have been too 
much personal feeling and prejudice 
throughout all the proceedings, and it 
would be better for all concerned if such 
affairs were left out. 

“Resolved, That we most emphati- 
callv protest against the issuing of the 
manifesto at this time, as the amalgama¬ 
tion is now practically complete. It 
would now be too late to sumbit the 
question of amalgamation to a vote. 
For in our opinion the rank and file have 
been in favor of it at the cost of any sac- - 
tifice. Committee.” 


To Our Connecticut Readers 

All unattached Socialists in the state 
of Connecticut are requested to write 
Louis Schlaf, 26 Spring street, Rock¬ 
ville, for information concerning the or¬ 
ganization of branches. 

Southern California, Attention 
All Socialists in the seven southern 
counties of Southern California should 
now get to work and so far as possible 
form branches in every voting prec" 

To further this end communicate at < 
with James T. VanRensselaer, 1618 1 
berman street, Los Angeles, CaL 


eported 1 
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One of the new branches r_ r 
organized at Milwaukee last 
should have been credited to Sh 
gan. 
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tbe Viewpoint of History 

**Tule, I do not mind abuse—I am 
med to it. it usually is an in- 
of the fact that what I am do- 
right, whenever I am abused by 
the capitalist press nr by the 
:rs and papers of the S. L. P. 
_s is a different case. At the pres- 
am denounced in no small meas- 
some members of our party who 
fully understand the situation. 
, elf 1 made it a rule of my life 
be stampeded by oratory, never 
coaxed by flattery, nor ever be 
iidated by abuse, in order to be 
convinced I want plain facts. 

Comrades. I do believe I find myself 
hi the position of that Greek who said: 
'Strike me, but listen to me” 

Before all things, permit me to say 
Biat I have studied the S. L. P. and its 
methods for many years. In fact, 1 was 
compelled to do so, having been a So- 
oalist for many years and at one time 
the editor of a daily paper which was 
acknowledged an organ of the S. L. P. 

The talk about De Leonism in the 
S. L. P- ' s a " wrong. De Leonism is 
ahnply the synonym of Social Labor 
nTghrfim; what is usually called De 

• Leonism was there a long time before 
they ever heard of De Leon, but it could 
not speak English. I will admit though 
that Professor De Leon, having more 
ability that the average S. L. P. leader, 
brought some method into the madness. 

To begin with, the S. L. P. is not a 
political party, never was one and never 
can be one—it is simply a political sect 
that adopted Marx’s book “Das Kapi- 
tal” as its bible. And a bible not in the 
modem, but in old medieval sense, when 
few people could read it. “Das Kapi- 
tal” is a book written in a foreign lan¬ 
guage—only the first volume was ever 
translated into English, and even the 
original is written in a language foreign 
to the average German. The reading 
of “Das Kapital” presupposes either an 
^ academic education or very hard appli- 
Ication. In all my experience with the 
5 . L. P., where every man constantly 
talks about Karl Marx as if he had at¬ 
tended school with him, I only found 
two or three men who had really read 
"Das Kapital” and talked about it un- 
derstandinglv. Two of these men are 
in our party now. 

And to the fact that Marx's book is 
used as fetich rather than an economic 
work, is partly due that Social Labor 
/ Partyism is and always was the carica- 
/ tore of Marxism; and I want it under- 
/ stood that even pure Marxism has not 
in all things stood the test of time and 
experience. 

To the average S. L. P. man Marx's 
work is a book with seven seals. Still, 
die first thing the S. L. P. always ac¬ 
complished was to give its members a 
fearfully magnified idea of their import¬ 
ance and “science.” They learn a few 
phrases about exploitation, surplus 
value, the great revolution and espe¬ 
cially about “class-consciousness,” re¬ 
peat them on every occasion, and cal! 
that science. In that way the most ig- 
. norant of men becomes a “scientific So¬ 
cialist” in one evening, without having 
the inconvenience of studying books 
and thinking about social problems. 
’Die rest of their tactics can be told 
m a very few words. It is to denounce 
and villify everybody who does not en¬ 
tirely agree with them. A man who 
does not belong to the S. L. P. is in 
their eyes either a very ignorant person, 
even if he be a university professor, or 
he is a scoundrel. Especially do they 
say this of every reformer, labor leader, 
or Socialist who has not joined them— 
°f-the S. D. P. they have claimed in¬ 
numerable times that it was a “middle- 
class party,” founded and kept up bv the 
capitalists. 

With such conditions it is natural 
wough that the S. L. P.s watch each 
other very closely and that every niem- 
^ is a spy upon all the rest. It is 
enough to see a member shake hands 
with a government official who" is bis 
neighbor, or to bid “Good morning'’ to 
a man he has known from childhood, 

. but who is running on the ticket of a 

• capitalist party, to be considered a 

jjaitpr an( j a man “ w f,o i, a5 so ld out.” 

The consequence is that every S. L. P. 
member, no matter how highly he 
stands in the eyes of his comrades, is 
sooner or later considered a renegade 
bv his companions unless he dies young 
mean young as a party member. 

In short, their tactics are based upon 
mmtticism, but fanaticism and falsehood 
®®ng twin-brothers, there is probably 
00 other political organization where 
"HP untruth is told about opponents 
in the S. L. P. 

j?he main business transacted by the 
I- P. sections (before De Leon’s 
®*or after) was not the propaganda 
Socialism. Their main business was 
. _ other Socialists who held opin- 
jlifferent from those in vogue in 
L. P. or of whom the S. L. P. 
were jealous. They took espe- 
good care to kill off Socialist pa- 
n*t they could not fully and abso- 
control. Besides papers of small 
ice the S. L. P. has during the 
le ruined four daily Socialist 
•s. 

! result ? The S. L. P. became the 
* xtmnbling .block in the way of 
““** of Socialism in this country. 

■ L. P. is probably not stronger 
’“nm it was twenty years ago, 
both sides, the De Leonites 
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as well as the Volkeszeitung wing, 
claim 82,000 votes, most of which they 
received because there was no other 
Socialist party in the field. In itself 
the S. L. P. has been most barren and 
impotent. It has produced not one 
man—outside of Daniel De Leon—who 
is in any way above the most common 
mediocrity; still, it has besmirched and 
villified every labor leader and reformer 
who has appeared during the last thirty 
years front Swinton to Debs and lones 
of Toledo. 

The ideal of the S. L. P.—provided it 
has any ideals—seems to be a commun¬ 
istic state controlled by hierarchy; 
something of the kind the Jesuit Fathers 
had in Paraguay, more than too years 
ago. It was a state where everybody 
had enough to eat and where a|l had 
the same elementary education and 
where all worked in common—but 
where all independent thinking ceased, 
the Jesuit Fathers thinking for them 
all. The result was that life there be¬ 
came so dull that "even the propagation 
of the race ceased to a large extent, 
although the rulers put up a price for 
every child that was born. And I may 
say for myself that if I thought for one 
moment that the methods and princi¬ 
ples of the S. L. P. had any show at all 
-in this country I would direct m\ last 
drop of blood in fighting them, for I 
would rather live under the despotism 
of the emperor of Russia. 

But some may say, Well, all these 
things have been true of the old S. L. 
P., hut tilings have changed since the 
great “Revolution of July 10, 1899.” 
when they dethroned Daniel De Leon. 
Let’s see. 

Was that great revolution—it took 
three Tammany policemen to quench it 
—really brought about by a change in 
the methods, principles or tactics in the 
S. L. P.? 

Nothing of the kind. 

Professor Daniel De Leon, the last 
generally acknowledged pope of the S. 
L. P., wanted to get a hold of the type¬ 
setting machines and the press of the 
New York Volkeszeitung in order to 
publish a daily People. It is only nat¬ 
ural that the Volkeszeitung’s editors de¬ 
fended their means of “production and 
distribution,” and being pressed very 
hard, they tried the same "coup d’etat” 
on Daniel De Leon and his executive 
board they did ten years before in 1889. 
But they forgot one thing. In 1889 
they had peaceable Germans to fight; 
who were not prepared for war. But 
this time they got hold of the wrong 
fellow. Dan was prepared, and when 
the Yolkeszeitung’s crowd came to com¬ 
mit the "revolution,” they found a 
picked lot of Irishmen and Americans 
to receive them. Dan made short work 
of the Volkeszeitung-Gardc. and the 
only fruit of the great revolution for 
the Volkeszeitung is the capture of the 
Labor Lyceum Saloon. Not only this. 
Daniel De Leon beat them in the courts. 
He got the party name and the party 
emblem. And what’s worse, he also 
beat them at the following state elec¬ 
tion ; his party receiving about as many 
votes without the Yolkeszeitung’s crowd 
as formerly with them. 

And the New York Volkeszeitung 
having lost the party and their prestige 
began to look out for a “new home." 
It is generally admitted that not one of 
them thought of fusion with the S. D. 
P. before. It is also generally un¬ 
derstood that had the Volkeszeitung 
party won the S. L. P. name and 
the S. L. P. emblem in the state of 
New York and in other states, that 
there would have been no fusion. But 
having no party name and a question¬ 
able following, they directed their ef¬ 
forts toward our party. Now, if there 
really" had been a change of heart and 
of tactics in the S. L. P., and if they 
meant to advance the cause of Socialist 
unity, then was the time to come rigiit 
straight over to our side and join our 
party. But that wasn’t the S. L. P. 
way. Instead of joining us, they tried 
to capture us. They tried to- destroy 
our organization and to start a new sect- 
with the old spirit under a new name. 

The rest you know. 

And now you will also understand 
the course of the older Social Demo¬ 
crats and of the executive board. Cer¬ 
tainly we wanted a “union of Socialist 
forces”—although the cry of “union of 
the reform forces” has destroyed the 
People’s party in 1896—but we wanted 
a union that would wipe S. L. P. ism 
off the earth. We did not want to in¬ 
fuse any poison into our young party, 
and in that sense we clung so tenacious¬ 
ly to the name of the Social Democratic 
party. We wanted everything that we 
thought we could use as a shield against 
the injection of S. L. P. ways and S. L. 
P. methods. But on the other hand, I 
must admit the name itself is in no way 
a panacea against the old evils if the 
spirit of the S. L. P. is to dominate the 
Social Democratic party. 

In conclusion, the way all negotia¬ 
tions have been conducted by the S. L. 
P. is a fresh confirmation of the old 
tactics and spirit. The leopard has not 
changed its spots. Will Social Demo¬ 
crats give them a majority vote on false 
pretenses and broken pledges? I hope 
not. Fusion now carries with it the 
germs of future dissensions. For your 
own sake and for the sake of Socialism 
I implore you to vote “no." Let all 
tall men of the S. D. P. now stand erect! 

Victor L. Berger. 


TO ILLINOIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

In accordance with a resolution 
passed on April 11,1900, by the Chi¬ 
cago Central Committee of the Social 
Democratic Party, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied that there will be held a conven¬ 
tion of the Social Democratic Party of 
Illinois, for the purpose ot nominating 
the following state officers, to be voted 
for. on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1900: Gov¬ 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, 
Attorney General, State Treasurer, 
Three Trustees of the Illinois State 
University, also 24 Presidential Elec¬ 
tors, and other officers. 

This convention will meet at No. 594 
East 63d Street, Chicago, III., on Sun¬ 
day, May 13, ,1900, at !o o'clock a. m. 

The representation of said conven¬ 
tion will be by delegates chosen as 
follows: 

First .—Each branch shall be entitled 
to as many representatives as there are 
individual members in good standing, 
any representative if selected shall be 
entitled to one (1) vote for each mem¬ 
ber whose name is signed to his creden¬ 
tial; and provided further, that no 
member shall sign his name to more 
than one credential. 

Second .—Branches not sending their 
own representatives may select those 
of other branches of this state to repre¬ 
sent them; provided that in each case 
the representative shall hold the proper 
credential with the signature of mem¬ 
bers attached as herein provided. 

Third .—No member shall be quali¬ 
fied to serve as representative or en¬ 
titled to representation who has not 
been a membe’r of the Party at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the opening 
day of the convention. 

Fourth .—All signatures of members 
attached to credentials, as herein pro¬ 
vided, shall be certified to by the 
chairman or secretary of their respec¬ 
tive branches. 

J. H. GREER, 

Chairman. 

CHAS. H. SOELKE, 

Secretary. 

H. H. Froelich, 

Philip Brown, 

Wm. C. Horgan, 

Seymour Stedman, 

Special Committee of the City 
Central Committee. 


From New York 


Organise a Branch in Your Town 


-Comrades:—No greater surprise 
could have come than that brought by 
"the manifesto.” 

A howl of dissatisfaction will surely 
go up, in answer to this statement of Our 
National Executive Board. It appears 
to be De Leonism over again, for what 
on earth could have possessed our N. E. 
1>. to publish all this manifesto in sup- 
[>ort of a minority report before having 
submitted the majority report! Is this 
fair? 

Further, you state that Mr. G. Ben- 
ham stated at the conference of Marcii 
9th that he would support the name 
Social Democratic on the condition that 
Harriman and Hayes were accepted by 
our party as candidates. Were these 
two accepted as candidates by our 
party? And as they were not, did Ben¬ 
ham break any compact? Then again 
you state that Comrades Harriman, 
Haves and Hclquit entered-into a sol¬ 
emn compact at a conference held at 
the Occidental Hotel, Indianapolis. In 
what way did this hind any of these? 
Was it a conference ordered by the 
then existing conference or merely a 
conference of a few members assembled 
to talk matters over? And as to Com¬ 
rade J. Harriman having told Comrade 
Steadman that he would support the 
name, should a statement not made on 
the floor of the convention be taken as 
official ? 

r Now I shall drop this to take up the 
matter of the conference in New York 
city, having been present the whole 
time. Comrade Berger (as you are 
aware) did not attend the conference. 
Comrade Heath remained through the 
Sunday, even taking part in the debate 
as to name, and it was not until late on 
Monday that he withdrew. If he con¬ 
sidered that the S. L. P. delegates were 
not acting in good faith, why did he not 
make this public on Sunday afternoon 
instead of waiting until 7 p. m. Sunday 
evening, and then calling upon the 
chairman for the committee to go into 
executive session and there create a 
rumpus ? Was he afraid of publicity, or 
what could have been his intentions? 

Did Stedman get hot under the col¬ 
lar because Chicago was 'not accepted 
as desired by him for national head¬ 
quarters? It certainly seemed so, for 
it was after this that he began to de¬ 
nounce the action of the S. L. P. dele¬ 
gates. (I would relate here that on the 
first vote for national headquarters 
Comrade Stedman was the only one to 
vote for Chicago, even Comrade Haile 
did not vote for it on the first vote.) 
From my observation as an onlooker 
at this convention I feel bound to state 
that the account in our organ (S. D. 
Herald) of the opposition delegates is 
outrageous, for positively no one there 
could have acted more fairly than Com¬ 
rades Benham, Hayes and Harriman. 
Between Comrades Hilquit and Sted¬ 
man lawyers’ battles were carried on, 
always questions and cross-questions; 
of course this is only what one might ex¬ 
pect. 

Now, comrades, I wish to state that 
New York desires union regardless of 


LOCAL BRANCHES 

Notices of Branch Mootings Inserted for 
80 Conte per Month 


CALIfOINU 

Liberty Branch, San Francisco, holds public 
meetings every Sunday and Wednesday even¬ 
ings, commencing at 8. Admission free. 

Educational meetings (far members) every 
Tuesday evening. Sociology. Economics, Public 
Speaking, etc. 

Business meetings (for members) every Thurs- 
day evening. 

Membership, with advantage of Educational 
Course and Social Democratic Herald free to 
each member, S cents per month. 

Apply to the secretary. John C. Wesley, 117 Turk 
street. 

Branch No. 1. Los Angeles, meets every Sun¬ 
day afternoon at 8 o’clock at Wood mac's Hall, 125*4 
Spring St. J. Franc, 700 Dayton Are., Secretary. 

Branch No. 5, Alamada. California, holds free public 
meetings rrsry 2d and 4th Sunday, 8 p. m. at Foresters' 
Hall, ©or Park St. and Santa Clara Avs. Business and 
Educational mseUngs (for members) 1st and 3rd Mon¬ 
days, 8 p. m it 'lUxS Encinal Avs. Allan A. Croekst, 
Secretary, 1810 Woluat St. 

COLORADO 

P #nT « r < meets every Sunday atl:00p. m. 
f* California Avs., Chas. M. Davis, Secretary, 1629 
17th Street. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Connectiont State Committee meets the last 
Sunday of etch month at Turn Hall, RockvllleT L. 
Schlaf, Secretary. 

Branch No. 3, New Haven, meets every Tuesday eve- 
ning, at 198 8tate St., at 8 p. m. Cornelius Mahoney, 
secretary, mb Frank BL - ._j.. 

Branch No. 4, Bockville. Conn., meets first and third 
Thursdays at turn Hall masting room. Village street. 
Secretary, Richard Niederwerfer, Box 760. 

ILLINOIS. 

Meetings of Chicago Central Committee held 
regularly second and fourth Wedneadays of 
each month at Dr. J. H. Qrear's office. 82 Dear¬ 
born 8L 

Branch No. 1, Chicago, meets every Wedneeday 
evening. Thomas Klrwln, Secretary, 2604 Went¬ 
worth Ave. 

Branch No. 2 (Bohemian), Chicago, meets sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays at 2 p. m. at Nagl’s 
Hall, 625 Blue Island Ave. Vaclav Jellnek, Sec¬ 
retary, 606 Blue Island Ave. 

Branch No. 3 (Bohemian). Chicago, meets second and 
fourth Mondays at 8 p.m. in Dundar’s place, 1080 W. 
18tb pises. Joseph Dander, Secretary. 

Branch No. 5, Chicago, meets second and fourth Sun¬ 
days of each month at Andr. Marik’s, 40 String St. 
Panl Ghlapecka, Secretary, Mtt liable St. 

Branch No. f (German), Chicago, meets every 
first Saturday each month at 8 o'clock at Nagi’s 
Kali, 535 Blue Island Are, near 18th St. Albln 
Gelsler Secretary, 728 W. 20th St. 

Branch No. 9, Chicago, meets at 1148 W. 63rd st., first 
and third Sundays at 8 p.m. 8. L. Wsatins, Secretary, 
6243 Center avs. 

INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6, Indianapolis, meets first Satur¬ 
day evening and third Sunday afternoon ef each 
month at Reichweln’s Hall, corner Market and 
Noble Bta. 

IOWA. 

Branch No. 2, Hiteman, meets every fourth Friday . 
the mouth at opera house. 8. B. Jamieson, chairma 111 
James Fisher, organiser; Joseph Schollacnt.secretary. 

KENTUCKY 

Branch No. 2, Covington, meets first and third Wed. 
needay evenings and seooad and foarth Sanday after¬ 
noons of each month. All agitation meetings except 
third meeting in month. Good speakers. Secretary, r. 
C. Stumpf, 2 ui 8th street. 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. 1 , Baltimore, meets every Sunday 
at 8 p. m. at Carpenter's Hall, 566 E. Baltimore 
St. Public invited. 

Branch No. 2, Baltimore, meets every Tuesday at 8 p. 
m. at Weasel's Hotel, S28 W. Camden it. Good speeches. 
Public invited. Levin T. Jones, Secretary. 202 W. 
Barre st. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Massachusetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 724 Washington 
8t.. Boston. All dues and moneys intended for 
the State Committee should be sent to the 
financial secretary, A. McDonald, 104 W. Spring- 
field St., Boston. All other correspondence 
should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec¬ 
retary, Margaret Halle, 5 Glenwood St., Rox- 
bury. 

Branch No. 2. Holyoke, meets second and 
fourth Mondays of each month at Springdale 
Turuer Hall. H. Schlicbtiog, Organiser 687, Sumer St. 

Branch No. 5. Lynn, permanent headquarters, 
71 Monroe St. Business meeting every Monday night 
at7-JU. Open hooite. Public invited. Harry Gotimer, 
Sec., 423 Essex St. 

Branch No. 9, Brockton, meets the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of aach month at 8 p. m. for business at 
Socialist Hall, Clark’s Block, corner Main and Center 
Sts. Every comrade is expected to attend one meeting 
a month. Frank S. Walsh. Secretary, 62 Crescent Sl 

Branch No. 15, East Boston, meets every Mon¬ 
day at 8 p. m. at 99 Chelsea SL Miss Jenny 
Segal, Secretary, 99 Chelsea St: 

Branch No. 18, Newburyport, meets the second 
Monday of each month at Laster's Hall. 1 State 
St. T. H. (’hisnell. Secretary, 16 Collins St. A. L. Bin- 
ley, '4*8 Merrimac St. 

Branch No, 21. Chelsea, permanent headquar¬ 
ters, Room 2, Postoffice Building. Open every 
evening. Business meetings every Thursday at 
8 p. m. Public Invited. 


name, and everywhere that the facts of 
the case will he presented union will he 
demanded. The progressive element in 
tjiis city want unity and this: alone. We 
have worked just as hard lot; the part' 
(S. D. P.) as our N. E. C. Some of our 
members have become old men working 
for the movement, and even they de¬ 
mand union regardless of cost. 

If we will hear in mind the principles 
for which we are fighting anti not be 
earned away my false ideas of party we 
will the sooner improve our condition, 
politically and socially. 

George Finger. 

Xew York City. 


NEW BRANCHES 

The new branches of the Social 
Democratic party organized since a 
week ago, are located at 
Del Mar, California. 

. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Van Burcn, Arkansas. 


Michigan Socialists 

All Social Democrats and all unat¬ 
tached Socialists residing in Michigan 
are requested to write at once to Henry 
Ramsey, 84 Railroad street, Battle 
Creek, Mich., and thus aid in placing a 
Social Democratic state ticket in the 
field this fall. 


To Texas Socialists 
For purpose of State organization, the 
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re¬ 
quests that every Socialist in Texas 
who reads this notice, will please send 
name and address to the undersigned. 
Please attend to this at once. W. E. 
Farmer, Bonham, Texas. 

All Socialist papers please publish. 


Oregon Socialists, Attention^ 

You are requested to communicate 
with J. D. Stevens, Box 204, Portland, 
organizer for the S. D. P., with a view to 
instituting branches of the party in your 
community. The future belongs to So¬ 
cialism. Lend a hand and get your state 
thoroughly organized. 


Bruch 1, Red Lake Fell*, meet, every other 
Sunday In real estate offloe of Frod Qesawetn. 
on Main SL A. Kingsbury, Secretary. 

MISSOURI. 

_ Bt * .Lk>u 1* headquarters, Room 7, 22 N. Fourth 
SL Address all communications to E. Val Put¬ 
nam, Secretary. For information concerning 
ward branches, inquire at the above addreea. 

Branch No. 7,' Kansas City, meets every 
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at 1200 Union Ave. Q, J. 
Storx. Secretary. 1220 W. 9th 8L 

MONTANA. 

Branch No.2meets first and third Sundays of each 
mouth st G. W. Wood’s horns, Chico, Mont. 

NEW JERSEY 

Branch No. I. Secretary, Michael W. Bchor. 87 Liv- 
UMKStoe st. 

Branch No. 5, Camden. N. J., meets every 3d Sanday 
month. For particulars address Paul Eberding, 
1208 Kaighn’s Avenue. 

Branch No. 6 (German), Paterson, N. J.. meets 
“f** *“ d third Mondays ai 8 p. m. at Helvetia Hall. 
®A48 Van **oaten 8L Karl Linder, Secretary, 246 Ed¬ 
mund SL 

NEW YORK. 

The City Central Saltation Committee of 
New York and vicinity meeu Brat and 
**•*£? Tueedaya of avery month In WI tala'• Hall, 
85 if” *U»beth H. Thomas. Secretary! 

. East Bide Branch. No. J, New York, meeu 
every Brat and third Thursday at Ul Clinton 
8t. A. Ouyer, Secretary. IS Suffolk Bt. 

Branch No. t Nth Assembly District, masts 
second and fourth Wedneadays of the month at 

uS^’w’i^ioth'st* " c * ntr * 1 '' f Bmn L “«' 8 * or - 

Branch No. 4, West Bide Branch, New York, 
meets second and fourth Tuesdays of every 
5i°2 t « a L* l6adQuartara * 189 w - Wt* BL Elixa- 
beth H. Thomas, Secretary. 

Branch No. 5 Brooklyn, New York, meets every Satur- 
day at 6 p. in., at M Moore 8L Visitors welcome. Com¬ 
rades desiring to organise should communicate with 
Secretary Sol. Prees m an, 190 Boernm St. 

Branch No. 10. 4th Assembly District, meets 
every first and third Wednesday of the month 
at the rooms of Ths Volos of Labor. 422 Grand 
Jac ? b Organiser, 129 Division BL 

Branch No. 12. Brooklyn, headquarters, XI 
Rutledge SL Meets every thirdThureday at 
8:15 sharp. All persons Interested are Invited to 
attend these meetings and oo-operate In organ¬ 
izing local branches is every district In the city. 
Wm. Butscher, Secretary, 251 Rutledge BL 

Z0» regular meetings are held first and 
third Friday of the month, at Webeter Hall, 140th 8t. 
and Third Ave., Borough of the Bronx, B. Spranger. 

r? 1 * P*”!?*** interested in 

Socialism and ths S. D. P. are invited to attend. 

OHIO. 

Branch No. 2, Cleveland, meets in Ohlsen’s 
Hall, 65 York 8L. second and fourth Sundays at 
2 p. m. Lectures, discussions, business meet¬ 
ings. first and third Fridays at I p. m. 

Branch No. 2, Cleveland, meets first and third 
Sundays In each month at I p. m. In Ohlsen’s 
■all, X York BL Lectures and dlaemmlona. 

Branch No. 4. Cincinnati, meets at Richelieu Hall 
southeast corner 9th and Plum Sts., every Sanday at 2 

S - m. Lectures and discussions. Public invited. Jos. 
asin, Secretary.1410 Central Avenne. 

Branch No. 5, Dayton, Ohio, meets every 2d and 4th 
rndsy evening, in Hall 27, Central Trades Council 
Block. Everyone interested in Socialism invited. J. 
V,’ Chairman, W. Barringer. Secretary, P. O. 

Box 294. 

Branch No. 8, Cincinnati, meets every second 
and fou:th Saturday in Workingmen's Hall, lUi 
Walnut Sl F. Hamel, Secretary, 1804 Print* St. 

Branch No. 11. German, Columbus. Ed Grein¬ 
er, Secretary, 806 Mohawk BL 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Branch No. 2. Erie, meets every Sunday. 3 p. m., at 
K. of L. Hall, 716 State St. Chairman, Jo4eph Stain, 
Secretary, J. fc Perry. 119 Saasafrass Bt. 

Branch No. 4. Pittsburg, meets every Thurs¬ 
day evening at 7:30 m. at Funk Hall, S. 24th 
and Josephine Sts. W. Bohn, PresldenL 244 Ad- 
d, 5 on J- H. Lewis, Secretary, »18 Jane SL 
Brsuch JJo- 5 JJ*wi*h), Philadelphia, meets every 
Friday at 423 8. Third St. at 7:30. Discussion from 8 to 
9. I Gereon. Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee Central Committee meets on the 
of Mch month at 8 p. rp. sharp-at 
Wgter SL Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 
John Doerfler, Treasurer. 

Branch No. 1, Milwaukee, meets every secoad 
and fourth Tuesday evening of the month at 
the Ethical Society Building, 558 Jefferson SL 
Visitors always welcome. Howard Tuttle. 
Chairman. Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 

Branch No. 2. Milwaukee, meets every second 
and fourth Friday in Geatke's Hall, corner Green Bay 
and Concordia Ave. 

Branch No. 8, Sheboygan, meets every fourth 
Thursday of the month at Gustav Burgard's 
Hall on Pennsylvania Ave. IL Schosn, Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer, a 12th 8L 
Branch No. 4, Milwaukee, meets every first 
and third Friday each moath at Meller’s Hall, 
corner 23d and Brown. St*. George Moerschel, 
Secretary. 891 25th Bt. 

Branch No. 9. Milwaukee, meets every fourth 
Friday of the month at R. Blgel’s Hall, south¬ 
east corner Orchard Sl and 9th Ave. O. Wild. Secre- 

Branch No. 11, Milwaukee, meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at the office of the 
Wisconsin Vorwaerts, 614 State Bt. 

Branch No. 12, Milwaukee, meets every first 
and third Thursday of each month at Krana’ Hall. 21 
and Center St., at 8 p. m. Secretary, Rudolph Loeech- 
man, 1126 23rd St. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY 


Karl Marx,Capital. Cloth,..M.00 

F. W. Sprague—Socialism, from Generis to Reve. 

lation. Cloth. j qq 

Gronlund—The Co-operative Commonwealth. 

Paper. .10 

August Bebel-Woman: Past, Present and Future. .X 

B latch ford—Me trie England. u 

Edward Bellamy-Looking Backward. !S 

Edward Bellamy—Equality. Cloth. l.X 

Lissagarv—History of the Commune of 1871. 1.00 

Charles Vail-Modern Socialism.. i...... X 

Ashpl&nt-Heterodox Economics and Orthodox 

Profits. If 

Henry D. Lloyd—Wealth Against Commonwealth.. 1.08 

Volsey—The Ruins of Emplree,..... u 

Thornes Paine—The Rights of llan. .28 

Henry George—Social Problems. .X 

Osborne Ward—The Ancient Lowly. 1.50 

Adame—President John Smith.X 

Richard T. Ely—Socialism and Social Reform. 1.80 

Buchner—Man in the Past, Present and Future.... 1.00 
Benham—A History of the Paris Commune 1871 

(cloth 7&c.), paper oover. X 

Chas. H. Vail—Principles of Scientific Socialism.. .86 

Herron—Between Jesus and Casear.40 

Fabian Essays. X 

Donnelly—Caesar’s Column...X 

PAMPHLETS 

F. G. R. Gordon—Hard Timas: Cause and Cure.... .08 
Leonard D. Abbott-The Society of the Future..:. .S 

F. Lassalle—What la Capital.X 

H. M. Hyudman—Socialism and Slavery.X 

F. Lassalle—The Workingman’s Program...! ..." .5 
Chas. H. VtLl—The Industrial Evolution........... M 

1000 oopies....$2.00 

BOO oopiw. .1.25 

250 oopies. 75 

100 copies.S& 

THEODORE DEBS, Skcnlmry Trauurar, 

126 Washington Street, Chicago. 


The Social Democratic 

Red Book 

PRICE 15 CENTS 

Sent poatpaid on receipt of price 

Debs Publishing Co. 

TERRE HAUTE. IND. 


BRANCH SUPPLIES 

Charter* .$2.00 

Metnberohip Cards (per 100). 1.00 

Membership Applications (100).30 

Constitutions (each). . . .03 

Send orders with cash to Theodore Debs, 
126 Washington Street, Chicago. No sop* 
piles sent on credit. 


























'dement, who s fiaB say that the 4 sts«* 


though a few who think they control 
tliis movement can try to' sidetrack it 
by bringing forth their personal enmi¬ 
ties. 

The Socialists of this country will no 
longer, tolerate a handful of men to dic¬ 
tate to them what they shall do, but are 
intelligent enough and understand fully 
well what is the best step to be taken 
for the advancement of the cause of So¬ 
cialism. Our- Executive Board asks is 
union desirable? when in the city of Chi¬ 
cago the S. D. P. and S. L. P. have unit¬ 
ed in the campaign just closed under the 
name S. L. P. Milwaukee also united 
in the campaign just closed under the 
name S. D. P. Other places like Cleve¬ 
land, Oliip, and Newark, X. J., are now 
in campaign united. The >\ew York 
State agitation committee is working in 
unison with the S. L. P., while in many 
places throughout the country the 
branches of both parties are carrying on 
together their work of agitation. 

This explanation of the true facts in 
the case is not handed out with any 
other spirit than that of a true and sin¬ 
cere Socialist amd to show the comrades 
of the S .D. P. the position taken bv 
your committee on union and that taken 
by vour National Executive Board. 

Truly said, you tfre the arbiters; and 
I for one have enough confidence in my 
comrades to know that the proper itand 
will he taken by them, and those who 
arc in the wrong will be most severely 
criticized and censured as the case war¬ 
rants it. 

' WM. BUTSCHER. 


them to break up a movement for unity, 
where thousands of simple honest work¬ 
ingmen are concerned, who are not very 
smart in diplomacy, but have a keen 
sense of righteousness and honesty, 
would be ridiculous. Our ow-p confer¬ 
ence committee did not show The good 
judgment we expected from them, and 
after all we are all human and are all 
liable to make mistakes. But to base a 
question of unity of Socialist forces on 
mistakes made by a few personalities 
would be entirely wrong. To break off 
our relations with the S. L. P. in such 
an abrupt manner as our executive com¬ 
mittee proposes to us would not prove 
that we are far-sighted enough to grasp 
the situation. 

Such an action would certainly pre¬ 
vent union, not for years, but for scores 
of years to come; it would make any 
new steps towards union almost impos¬ 
sible. But if everything goes the regu¬ 
lar way—how different. Let us suppose 
that both parties vote on the name; our 
party without doubt voting for ours, the 
S. L. P. comrades votinn- for the “United 
Socialist Party.” Such a disagreement 
would bring the conference committee 
together, and ii they could not unite on 
one name, there would be no unity, but 
there would be no bad feeling and union 
only postponed. 

With the referendum proposed by our 
executive, the situation is very compli¬ 
cated indeed. But never despair. Our 
party is too strong to be staggered even 
by harder blows. The way out of it is 
clear. 

I would advise alt comrades to v ote 
"yes" on the proposition of the execu¬ 
tive, adding at once their vote— 

1. Eor the name Social Democratic 
Party. 

2. Against proposition 3, which ad¬ 
vises to accept the majority of both par¬ 
ties as ruling. 

3. Against the whole matter about the 
party press. 

This would prove to our executive 
committee that our party is not in dan¬ 
ger and that, although not accepting the 
path they offer us out of the difficulty, 
in spirit we ask them and have no doubt 
that it was only their faithfulness, their 
deep love for our movement which dic¬ 
tated to them the somewhat hasty ac¬ 
tion. Mrs. A. Konikow. 

Boston, Mass. 


Pocket 


Views of a Committeeman 


cratic principle of allowing the member¬ 
ship to decide this question is not proper 
and just?’ 

Let the comrades understand that if a 
concurrent majority fails on the ques¬ 
tion of narrie. all negotiations are off, 
unity is buried, and the hopes of a unit¬ 
ed movement are blown away like chaff 
before the wind. " 

From what I have been able to learn, 
had some of our learned comrades used 
better judgment, tactics and the proper 
spirit since the convention, the name 
Social Democratic Party, although per¬ 
haps failing to receive the concurrent 
majority vote, would positively have.-re- 
ceived a large enough majority on a 
joint vote to insure the name of the 
united movement being the SociaLDem- 
ocrat Party; even now it is not too late 
if our comrades use the proper judg¬ 
ment. 

Such action as that displayed in the 
manifesto is not going to gain votes for 
our name, but to the contrary, is doing 
it a positive injury. 

As to what took place at the hotel in 
Indianapolis, the statements of Com¬ 
rades Edwards and Gordon are true (as 
I was present at that meeting) with but 
one exception, and that is the statement 
of Comrade Benham. 

I deny that Comrade Benham made 
any promise whatever, but. to the con¬ 
trary. would not take any definite stand: 
stating that the rest of the committee, 
referring to Comrades Harriman and 
Hifquit, could promise what they saw 
fit, but he (Benham) would not stand 
for any promises, and would not be 
bound by anything they said. He gave 
no personal pledge, which 1 am sure 
Comrades Chase, Marely. Carey, Mar¬ 
lin and others who were present, will 
corroborate if interviewed on this point. 

Therefore it is bad policy and danger¬ 
ous for any person to swear to an affi¬ 
davit if he is not perfectly sure that 
his statements in such affidavit are ab¬ 
solutely correct. 

Now as'to the pledges made by Com¬ 
rades llarrinian and Hilquit. will state 
that after they had promised their moral 
support to work for the name S. D. 
Party, with the understanding that that 
was to be an argument to be used by 
Comrade Berger in influencing Comrade 
Debs to accept the nomination. But im¬ 
mediately upon leaving the room we 
were confronted by Comrades McCart¬ 
ney. Haile and Thotuas. who advised us 
of the acceptance of the nomination by 
Comrade Debs. 

This news coming immediately after 
leaving the conference where Comrade 
Berger stated it wotdd take him pos¬ 
sibly two hours to convince Comrade 
Debs to accept, was received with alarm, 
not only by the S. L. 1 ’. members of the 
conference, but by some of the S. D. 
P. comrades, who immediately inquired 
whether the whole thing was a put up 
job to get the S. L. P. delegates to 
agree to stand by our name; after ex¬ 
planation all present were satisfied that 
it was not. 

Therefore as the.compact was made 
to influence Comrade Debs to accept 
and as lie had already accepted while we 
were making the agreement in our 
room, the S. L- P. delegates did not con¬ 
sider their promises binding whatever. 

Where the mistake was made was in 
the conference not meeting again at 
11130 that evening a.-, agreed upon, 
when the matter could have been set¬ 
tled then and there. 

The whole affair was a misunder¬ 
standing between the two committees, 
and when properly explained to your 
committee on union they were satisfied 
to continue negotiations. 

Another statement to be repudiated 
is the one referring to Comrade Hayes' 
action at the conference. While 1 do 
not remember at this moment whether 
he did or did not speak in favor of the 
name "S. D. P.,” 1 will positively state 
that he did vote for the name "Social 
Democratic Party," and was the only 
one on the committee from the other 
side who voted with us. He broke no 
pledges, and stood by what he said at 
the Indianapolis convention. It is there¬ 
fore very unjust-for our National Ex¬ 
ecutive Board to publicly make such a 
statement against Comrade Hayes. 

What an enormous blunder and what 
a discredit is heaped upon the N. E. 
Board when they openly statt; that the 
S. L. P. comrades are likely to hand in 
a fictitious vote. This is an open in¬ 
sult to every member of the S. L. P„ 
and I, for one, shall not stand for it. I 
am Convinced that the S. L. P. com¬ 
rades are just as good, honest, sincere, 
earnest and devoted to the principles of 
Socialism as are the Social Democrats. 
Therefore, let those people who “live in 
glass houses” refrain from throwing 
stones at others. 

Two more points and I am done. One 
is the antagonistic spirit in which the 
manifesto is written, referring to our 
choice for the vice-presidcncy, Comrade 
Job Harriman, as “Mr.” (and also Com¬ 
rade Benham), when we should at least 
address such earnest workers in the So¬ 
cialist cause as "Comrades.” And final¬ 
ly, no bftter argument could have been 
presented by any comrade that Chicago 
is not the place where the Executive 
Board of the unity party shall have its 
headquarters than the spirit and an¬ 
tagonism shown in. the issue of this 
manifesto. 

Union is desirable. Union is wanted 
and union will be accomplished, al¬ 


As one of the members of the com¬ 
mittee on union I desire in behalf of 
mvself as such, to lay before the com¬ 
rades of the S. D. P. certain facts in re¬ 
lation to the New York conference, and 
at the same time in language as strong 
as I possibly can to repudiate some of 
the statements made in the manifesto is¬ 
sued bv the N. E. Board in the Herald, 
as well as the one great motive back 
of all the prevention of Socialist unity. 

It is a positive fact that some of the 
N. E. Board were strongly opposed to 
a unification of the S. L. P. and S. D. 
P.. and were it not for the overwhelm¬ 
ing majority and sentiment of the dele¬ 
gates at the convention who came in¬ 
structed to work for union, negotiations 
to that effect would have been prevent¬ 
ed at that time. 

In the first place, I wish to censure 
the X. E. Board for exceeding their au- 
■ ’ such manifesto 
to receiving report of the com- 
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mittee together with their side oi the 
case, and thereby endeavoring to preju-. 
dice the minds of the comrades through¬ 
out the country as to the exact state of 
affairs, so that when the report is sent to 
the branches to be voted on. the com¬ 
rades will be ready to overthrow our 
earnest and sincere efforts to‘secure an 
honorable union without understanding 
the whole situation. 

The convention at Indianapolis elect¬ 
ed a committee of nine to confer with 
the committee from the S. L. P. to ar¬ 
range a plan for union of the two par¬ 
ties; until such report had been placed 
before the membership, I again reiter¬ 
ate that the X. E. Board had no jurisdic¬ 
tion in the matter. The membership, 
through its delegates at Indianapolis, 
evidently bad enough faith in the com¬ 
rades elected to consummate a union to 
believe that not one step would be re¬ 
tracted from what they considered right 
and just; and nothing was done at that 
conference which does not clearly show 
that the comrades who sat for three 
long, weary days and nights hard at 
work on the many intricate questions 
were persons of broadest mind and 
character, who held the principles of 
Socialism high above anything else in 
connection with our movement. 

One thing is to be regretted, how¬ 
ever; the two members of your com¬ 
mittee on union who affixed their names 
to the manifesto took no part in the 
proceedings at the conference and vio¬ 
lated the great trust given to them by 
the Indianapolis convention. Comrade 
Berger- did not come at all. claiming 
sickness at home: but had he been anx¬ 
ious to have our full quota at the con¬ 
ference a telegram sent to .the 
secretary of our committee at 
the time his co-delegate, Com¬ 
rade Heath, left Milwaukee, woilj'd 
have been ample time to have tele¬ 
graphed to the comrade who received 
the next highest vote, requesting him to 
attend in place of Comrade Berger. 

Then there is Comrade Heath, who, 
after sitting with the conference all day 
Sunday, March 25th. hearing and tak¬ 
ing part in the preliminary discussion, 
refused to act any longer in conjunction 
with your committee, after we had unan¬ 
imously agreed (even Comrade' Sted- 
man, who also signed the manifesto) to 
submit two names to a referendum vote. 

The manifesto clearly states that the 
conference committee of eighteen fail¬ 
ed in performing its true work in two 
salient points, viz., in regard to name, 
and secondly, regarding the referendum 
on the name. 

In relation to the first point let me 
state that according to the instructions 
passed at the convention, which, by the 
way, was the minority report, that we 
urge the name Social Democratic Party. 
This your committee did with all the 
argument and oratory at their com¬ 
mand, the debate on that question last¬ 
ing all day Sunday.; but both commit¬ 
tees were of a steadfast opinion, and 
all the argument from now till dooms¬ 
day could not have convinced our S. L. 
P. friends on the committee that our 
name was the best. 

Therefore, after one whole dav of 
earnest and hard work, it was decided 
that each committee should hold a sep¬ 
arate meeting and discuss the question 
of name. This was done; your commit¬ 
tee adjourning to the Occidental Hotel, 
where the whole thing was thrashed 
over again until midnight, when it was 
decided that we submit the name Social 
Democratic Party and let the S. L. P. 
committee submit a name if they chose 
to. 

Right here I will state that Comrade 
Stedman was in favor of the proposi¬ 
tion and agreed heartily with your com¬ 
mittee on this point, I can't understand 
how he has come to the conclusion to 
sign the manifesto just issued. 

The National Executive Board is try¬ 
ing to show up your committee as hav¬ 
ing violated its trust by allowing the 
question of name to be settled by a ma¬ 
jority vote of both parties. 

I must deny that statement, for in the 
report you will see that simply as a pro¬ 
vision, not to have unity overthrow in 
case a concurrent majority vote fails, we 
have submitted the following proposi¬ 
tion: “Are you in favor of a majority 
vote of both parties deciding the ques¬ 
tion of name in case the vote’ fails to 
receive a concurrent majority of both 
parties ?” 

This question now being referred to 
the rtaembership of both parties for set- 
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name. A name should not stand in 
the way of Socialist unity.” Those are 
the phrases we hear now often from 
members of the S. L. P.. and from some 
of our own comrades, who are jgadylto 
sacrifice our name for unity's sake. Many 
arguments were given for the name. So¬ 
cial Democratic Party, and the best I 
heard were certainly J. Carey's, at pur 
last meeting, but there is still some va¬ 
cancy left, which I intend partly to fill 
put. If a name should not stand in the. 
way of union, why do the S. L. P. com¬ 
rades make such a fight for the change 
of it? If our party would have made 
our name a condition sine qua non, as 
the majority report on the name ques¬ 
tion wanted, there could have been some 
dissatisfaction from the S. I.. P. com¬ 
rades. They could say that it was hu¬ 
miliating for them to accept such condi¬ 
tions. But, although instructed by their 
constituents to do so, our delegates to 
the Indianapolis convention showed 
good judgment and accepted the minprb 
tv report, extending by that a brotherly 
hand to the organization of the S. L. P. 
We all expected that the S. L. P. com¬ 
rades would now take the second step 
towards us, show that they grasped the 
situation, and would drop all discus¬ 
sions about the name. Whether the 
members of the S. L. P. committee did 
promise or did not to work for our name, 
they could clearly understand that the 
rank and file of our party could not be 
induced to change the party name; they 
could understand that the acceptance of 
the minority report was on "a form,” a 
diplomatic way of not offending the S. L. 
P. comrades and in the same time press¬ 
ing our point. I do not know what kind 
of "deals” have been made about the 
names, and candidates, in what words the. 
promises were made or not made; one 
thing is clear to everyone—the members 
of the S. L. P. conference committee 
created the impression that- they would 
work for our name, and as a proof that 
they tried it we can cite the fact that 
their own New York comrades met them 
with great dissatisfaction. The three 
members of the S. L. P. conference com¬ 
mittee (I understand that Max Hayes 
kept his word'and cast his'vote against 
the name U. S. P.), certainly deserve a 
great deal of criticism. Even if their 
constituency showed dissatisfaction with 
their stand, they should have kept up 
the impression they had made on our 
convention and rather resign from the 
committee than be conscious of having 
acted, not like men, but like diplomats 
and politicians in the capitalist sense of 
these words. 

'But whatever name their action de¬ 
serves, the Social Democratic Party has 
nothing to tremble for. 

I have entire faith in the good judg¬ 
ment of our comrades to have voted for 
our party name, to have voted down 
point 3, and also cast a big “No” against 
the most anarchistic plan of conducting 
the press affair of a party that ever came 
to my knowledge. 

The common sense of the rank and 
file would have brought the whole situa¬ 
tion to a satisfactory one. But, alas! 
The members of the party propose and 
the executive committee disposes. Here 
comes the great mistake of all executive 
committees. They always have too lit¬ 
tle confidence in "the rank and file and 
are always inclined to too much “lead¬ 
ing” instead of "following.” I think 
that the referendum proposed by our 
executive committee is, mildly ex¬ 
pressed, a step in the wrong direction; 
that it makes the situation more com¬ 
plicated than ever, and that many a 
faithful comrade, who stands with his 
whole soul for Socialism and for our 
party, will feel that a great mistake has 
been made. 

Because a few members of the S. L. P. 
conference committee did not take the 
stand we had a right to expect from 
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.Democracy and Socialism 

Editor the Herald: As to the pres¬ 
ent name of our party being set aside, 
and another name adopted, would, I am 
sure, be a sad case of social suicide. Let 
us retain our present name. Social Dem¬ 
ocrat, and not divorce the word democ¬ 
racy from socialism, because vvr arc truly 
a democratic party. And through its 
principles we expect to construct the sys¬ 
tem pf Socialism. I jove the name be¬ 
cause W. J. Bryan and “democrats” so- 
called do not believe in its principles. It 
is a name that is invisibly tattooed on ev¬ 
ery Socialist. If be lias not got it, he 
is not a Socialist. But you may say 
there is a Democratic party, and we 
should not lo. e that name. To that 
question I would say there is not a Dem¬ 
ocratic party; there is, a party that as¬ 
sumes that name, but its principles arc 
not democratic, neither will they be so, 
until it is compelled to prolong its life 
by adopting as a plank direct legislation, 
which will only be used to inject a feel¬ 
ing into its old supporter. 

Let us .stand for the name Social De¬ 
mocracy ! 

Marion, Ind. Edward Meyer. 
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I>issatl8tie<l With Terms 

Editor of The Herald: I would like 
to be informed by what authority and 
consistency the national executive de¬ 
cided to Wave the question of "unity” to 
a referendum vote, after the delegates 
with instructions given by a referendum 
vote of their respective locals unani¬ 
mously voted for the affirmative of this 
question at the national convention. I 
am positively in favor of "unity,” al¬ 
though not fully satisfied, with the terms 
the conference committee proposes. 

Hillquit and the rest of the delegates 
of the S. L. P. may not have kept their 
promises; but that does not mean to ex¬ 
press the traits and sentiments of the 
whole S. L. P. I know of many com¬ 
rades of the S. L. P. who are in favor of 
both the name (S. D. P.) and the sqat for 
the national executive (Chicago). 

It is my opinion that instead of speak¬ 
ing against "unity,” the national execu¬ 
tive ought to have agitated for the adop¬ 
tion of all the good points the joint con¬ 
ference committee proposes, and for the 
abolition of the bad ones; and lEfcrebv 
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abolition of the bad _, 

have avoided the creation’ ol dikmetric 7 - 
ally opposite opinion in the ranksbf the 
comrades of New York. 

New York. Samuel B. Fliashnick 
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To Our Washington Readers 

Comrade D. Burgess of New What¬ 
com, Wash., has been selected as organ- 
tzer for the state and is prepared to assist 
the Socialists of Washington in' organ¬ 
izing branches of the S. D. P. Corre¬ 
spondence addressed to him will receive 
prompt attention. 


North Dakota Socialists 

Socialists residing in North Dakota 
and desiring to organize for effective 
propaganda work m that state are re¬ 
quested to correspond with Math. Eids- 
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